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INTRODUCTION 


The spearhead of the SETAF (Southern 
European Task Force) is formed by the 
paratroopers of the 3rd/325th ABCT 
{Airborne Battalion Combat Team) "BLUE 
FALCONS”. Being the only unit of the 
legendary 82nd Airborne Division 
permanently stationed overseas these 
Red Berets! are the US part of AMP/L 
South. The unit, home-based in Vincenza, 
Northern italy, is an example of a 
reinforced light infantry battalion which 
before 1986 belonged to the 2nd Brigade 
of the 82nd US Airborne Division. Two well- 
known theaters ОЁ operation involving the 
“Blue Falcons’ were Grenada and Northern 
Iraq during the Gulf War. 


‘Blue Falcons’ descending from heaven with thelr 
parachutes. At a 70-meter altitude the ALICE 
jack is dropped from a lanyard, its impact on 
the ground warning the trooper the ground is near 
(useful with night and/or water landings), 


Heavy-equipped paratrooper after landing 
ON his way to the checkpoint, Standard 
outfit includes М16А2 and SAW M249 
which are carried in an adjustable 
carrier, as is the АТАА M136 antitank 
weapon which can be used to 
demolish bunkers and other 
strengpoints, 


Immediately preceding 
the paratroopers bi 
dropped, parachuting of 
the “heavy material 
ammunition and soft 
vehicles (on special 
dropping pallets) is 
executed by another 
flight of C-130's over 
predetermined 17% 
(landing Zone 
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The first job for some of the 
troops after landing is the 
removal of parachutes, shock 
absorbing pallets and tie-down 
straps from the "AIRBORNE" 
M998's and preparing them for 
the road, which only takes 
minutes. Note the windscreen 
has been taped in case the glass is 
smashed on impact. 


The vehicle is not secured directly to the dropping platform but rests оп а 
stack of shock-absorbing pallets under the main body and both wheel axles. 


А few more moments апа these jeeps 
have been discarded of all para-drop 
fittings upon which a brief damage 
inspection is being executed, time 
permitting. 
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“Ready to fire” statu: 
ге laying out the 
of the men uring th 


When the 12 is cleared of all the vehicles, the first 
load of six M102 howitzer guns is dropped using 
similar platforms and shock-absorbing cardboard 
pallets, awaited by Airborne artillery crew. А red flag 
indicates firing of “Live” ammo in progress or about 
to be executed. 


Within minuti 
weight, highly mobi 
is ready for action. Despi 


sy by a ma 
ег the gun barre 

ing as a counterweight 

еп conventional 105mm 


Another gun of the same batch photographed from the opposite 
side as the one on page 12. Many straps, strings and tie-downs 
should prevent the gun from tilting over but the platforms rarely 
reach the ground in a perfect upright position due to strong 
winds, 
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Like with the vehicles previously dropped, the guns are being inspected for 
damage which hinders proper operation, The six guns shown here belong to 
D Battery 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, a unit which also 
participated in Operation “Urgent Fury” in Granada, way back іп 1983 

The ammunition is layed out alongside the дип for rapid firing. Like with the 
big Self Propelled Howitzers M109 and M110 8", various types of ammo сап 
be fired and the 11,000 meters firing range with conventional ammo can be 
extended to 15,000 meters when using rocket-propelled ammo. 


Troopers securing the 17 demonstrating the use of the AN/PVS-5 Night Vision Goggles 
also in service with some Ranger units, as are the M16A2 assault rifle and M60 
machinegun. It is evident the operation demonstrated on these pages are frequently 
executed at night which has a much greater surprise effect but which requires much 
more coordination between the units and their command post. 


When rapid repositioning is required, the commanders 
can call the “BIG WINDY” or CH-47D Chinook transport 
helicopter of the Airborne Battalion. Before the enemy 
figured out the exact location from which the battery 
has been firing, the entire unit can be hovered to a 
different location. Guns and vehicles can be hooked up 
below the choppers while the gun operators are 
transported inside. The last to go are the vehicles and 
men of the LZ securing force. 
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Vehicles, guns and equipment back on the ground іп a different 
location’ The same routine of aiming the guns and preparing to 
‘commence fire takes place while the CH-47D Chinooks clear the 
area under the watchful eye of the 17 securing force. 


An important aspect of field operations is the 
concealment of gear and equipment for which large 
plastic, lightweight (compared to earlier canvas nets) 
Splitter camouflage nets are used. Each vehicle carries 
its own net with stag poles of which two different 
types are shown here, 

The team seen here at work belongs to the 81mm 
M252 Mortar Platoon which is being dropped next to 
the howitzers in support of the CS (Combat Support 
Coy.) 


Another way of repositioning after a firing 
sequence is simply hooking up the M102 
Field Howitzer behind the M998 softtop. 
This vehicle's camouflage net is stowed on 
the cabin roof while the stag poles are 
carried on the side below the canvas cargo 
compartment cover. А bright red aerial 
recognition banner is attached over the 
front hood, partially obscuring the driver's 
view to the right, 

When the gun is being towed over much 
longer distances, a canvas cover is 
furbished to protect the M102 gun and 
gun muzzle from rain and dust. 
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“Fire Guidance НО” or Central Command Post of DI 

tery, 319th Artillery Re t, houses inside this) 

with trailer. It transmitters, 

опе wire reels and 

equipment. This mobile command post can also! 

eposition at a moment's notice, preceding or 
following the СН-470 Chinooks or UH-60 Blackhaw 


Like almost all of today's M998 general purpose vehicles, this 
command post vehicle is equipped with a protective guard 
in front of the hood. It not only protects the radiator and 
diights but can also be used to push other vehicles 
ary. Note the crew had ample time to stow the 
net neatly on top of the driver's cabin. 

itbags and the like pack ег іп the rear 
cargo compartment of another M998, ready to be 
transported to a field location, The sinale rope holding it all 
together indicates sudden mave-outs are common practice, 


Members of the Airborne Assault Combat Engineer Platoon take 
advantage of an engine breakdown to pause during the “Battle 
ОЁ Moravia” maneuvers. The cargo compartment of the “GUN: 
JEEP” is loaded with mines and equipment. 

The M998 is powered by a General Motors 379 cubic inch (6,2 
liters) V-8 Diesel engine, producing some 150 horse power. 


А typical “Blue Falcon” modification is the 
custom-made M60 machinegun mount 
over the passenger's area, being operated 
from the rear cargo compartment. 
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The backbone of the "Blue Falcons” are the fi 
TOW antitank platoons. Each TOW M966 carries si 
spare missiles stowed inside brackets In the real 
cargo compartment. Additional firepower il 
provided by the everpresent M60 machinegun of 
SAW M249 5.56mm. Note the communications 
equipment on the passenger's seat and the lon 
sweep antenna at the rear slope of the vehicle 
camouflaged cover is draped over thi 
windscreen concealing sun reflection 


! An M966 TOW wi 
hood (Ой 


A different M966 TOW engaging OPFOR tanks during the “Battle of 
Moravia" exercise in CMTC Hohenfels. Scenario of this exercise was 
set up as follows: Revolutionary Forces are threatening the 
internal security of a US allied nation. "Blue Falcons” paratroopers 
were sent in as a “Quick Intervention Force” to aid the friendly 
nation in the first hours of the invasion, a task perfectly suited for 
the 3/325th Airborne Battalion Combat Team. 


For a better all-round view and to facilitate rapid deployment from 
the vehicle the front doors of this M966 have been removed. This 
particular one has the square-tubed front guard installed while the 
windscreen has also been covered against sun reflection. Other 
teams have been known to simply remove the windows from the 
frame for the same purpose 

This two-men team fully engaged in combat is demonstrating the 
use of the TOW antitank missile tube launcher. While the driver is 
looking out for possible OPFOR targets, ready to jump behind the 


wheel to clear the area from which they fired the missile (vehicle 
engine is kept running), the TOW-qunner is ready to aim and fire 
the wire-quided missile which is controlled after leaving the launch 
tube by thin copper wires connected to the gunner’s aiming 
device. The TOW operator has to keep track of the target (by 
keeping the crosshairs on the intended impact area) until the 
missile hits its target. For those who wonder, the gunner is not a 
long-legged individual but stands on an adjustable platform just 
aft of the seats, 
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Effective firing of the uided TOW missile at night 
is made possible by the AN/TAS-4 infrared device, With 
the latest version of the TOW missile almost all of 
today’s tanks can effectively be knocked out, The first 
TOW’s were used at the end of the т war at 
Kontum, when tests with Huey-attached TOW's proved 
very effective. 

Weapon station azimuth is limited со 500° left and right 
of the vehicle's centerline while elevation is limite 

20° and depression to -10° 


d (або са 
location. 


Instead of the regular МБО MG a SAW M249 
is installed for increased fire power. 

To increase realism soldiers and vehicles 
are fitted with the MILES (Multiple 
integrated Laser Engagement System) 
"casualty indicator” system while on 
exercise at Hohenfels CMTC (unique in 
Europe). When a soldier or a vehicle is hit 
by the laser detector beam fired from a 
weapon with a box-like device installed (see 
picture at right), the yellow lights illuminate 
and an acoustic signal is triggered 
informing him he is по longer considered 
an active part of the battle. 


SOUTH (Allied For 


Granada. 
dius of approximatel 
ped with diesel fuel. 


problems with a four-men ci 
ісіе like the ALICI 


w, part 
in the stowage straps at the rear. 


cks on the front lightguard and the 


у) 
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Si 
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‘The solid hardtop enclosure of the M1025 (М1026 with front winch installed) 
is frequently used as observation post. Although a sling is provided inside the 
rooftop hatch ring as a seat rest, soldiers prefer the solid rooftop to rest their 
behind despite being overexposed. The armored side doors provide adequate 
Protection from small arms fire for the occupants seen here in an 
Observation role. Note the rear view mirror on the right being used to secure 
the antenna tie-down sling. 


Like all vehicles operating in the Grafenwéhr training area for a 
prolonged period become covered with a light gray residue of 
gun powder and road dust, all vehicles in the CMTC Hohenfells 
area feature a red-brown overall appearance, totally blending with 
the scenery, This “Airborne M998", void of all covers and side 
doors has its windscreen lowered and securely strapped to the | 
hood. Compared to its predecessors the Ford Mutt (Vietnam era) 
and the Willy's jeep (of WWII vintage), the M998 is a huge and | 
powerful all-terrain venice with a much wider (and safer wheel 
ке. 
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